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Week Ending Friday, January 12, 


Remarks to Members of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation in 
Orlando, Florida 


January 8, 1990 


Well, my thanks to my friend Dean 
Kleckner, Farm Bureau president, for that 
warm introduction. We’re grateful for his 
leadership on that National Economic Com- 
mission and the tremendous support of you, 
the members of the Farm Bureau. My 
thanks, too, to Bob Delano out here, former 
Farm Bureau president, whose leadership 
and counsel have been so helpful to me. I’m 
happy to have our distinguished Secretary 
of Agriculture, Clayton Yeutter, here at my 
side, doing a superb job for us. And I know 
you'll hear tomorrow from Ambassador 
Carla Hills [United States Trade Represent- 
ative]. You talk about two people who un- 
derstand the need to open up foreign mar- 
kets to U.S. agricultural products—these 
two are tough, and they are the tops, and 
we're grateful to both of them. My friend, 
Bob Martinez, Governor Martinez, it’s 
always a pleasure to see you and visit your 
beautiful State. And of course, I’m very 
proud of the next two. Great to see Senator 
Connie Mack here—a new Senator making 
a national impression, I'll tell you—and next 
to him, or right near him, second from the 
end, my close friend and a longtime sup- 
porter [Representative] Bill McCollum— 
two outstanding voices for Florida in our 
nation’s Capital. I wish we had a lot more 
like them, I'll tell you. 

I just returned from a little fishing and 
hunting over the holidays in Texas and Ala- 
bama, and I heard a story about the time 
that Mark Twain spent 3 weeks fishing in 
Maine after the fishing season had closed. 
On the way home, aboard the train, he told 
the man seated next to him about all the 
fish he’d caught. Finally, Mark Twain asked, 
“By the way, who are you, sir?” “I’m the 
State game warden,” replied the man. 
“Who are you?” And after a long pause, 
Twain said, “Well, to be perfectly truthful, 
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I'm the biggest damn liar in the whole 
United States.” [Laughter] 

I won’t bore you with my fishing stories 
because I could reminisce with you all day 
long on this subject. It’s a pleasure to be 
here because for 71 years now the Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau has helped American 
farmers—over 3 million member families— 
to become the best in the world. And farm- 
ing is a proud and noble part of our history. 
In fact, Thomas Jefferson himself wrote that 
“Agriculture is the most useful of the occu- 
pations of man.” Today, nearly two centur- 
ies later, I'm here to give my first major 
address of the new decade, and I’m proud 
to begin this decade by talking to you about 
the future of farming in this country. But as 
we look forward, it’s also important to re- 
flect upon the past and what farmers have 
gone through, both good and bad. 

You, America’s farmers, deserve the 
credit for the rebound in U.S. farming. And 
I salute you again. I salute the board of 
directors up here, all farmers, who are lead- 
ing this outstanding organization. You’ve 
been through the worst droughts and na- 
tional disasters of the 1980’s, and you’ve 
survived tough economic times. But you’ve 
worked with your minds and your hands to 
beat adversity with a kind of can-do com- 
mitment that’s been the hallmark of Ameri- 
can farming for generations. 

Right here in Florida, we’re seeing some 
of that can-do attitude as you face—Florida 
farmers—as you face the terrible loss of the 
citrus and winter vegetable crop. On the 
way down on Air Force One, Bob Martinez 
gave me the details of Florida’s losses. But 
let me tell you—I’m sure you’ve heard this 
from Clayton—you will not be facing this 
alone. Clayton and I have talked, and I’ve 
asked the Secretary to personally oversee 
our efforts to provide assistance. And I 
know you can count on the USDA to be in 
there fighting with you. 

It was a little over 4 years ago—seems 
like just yesterday—but a little over 4 years 
ago that the 1985 farm bill became law. 
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Admittedly, the cost has been high, but it 
has worked. Since then, the news has been 
good. Surpluses have declined dramatically, 
and most of our good land has been 
brought back into production. Net farm 
income reached a record level last year, 
and the share of income that came from 
market sales continued to grow. The farm 
credit situation has greatly improved, bring- 
ing more financial stability to rural Amer- 
ica. 

As we face the future, the outlook is even 
better. Through sound fiscal policies and 
wise management of our resources, com- 
monsense attitudes and, God willing, good 
weather, we can succeed. Together, we will 
keep rural America strong and American 
agriculture thriving in the 1990’s. 

But to do that—and Dean Kleckner allud- 
ed to this in his introductory remarks—to 
do that, our first priority must be to keep 
the American economy growing. That 
means fiscal and monetary policies that 
make sense. Today one of the best things 
we can do for farmers is to keep the inter- 
est rates low, and that is exactly what we 
intend to do. 

This year, we will work with Congress on 
the 1990 farm bill. Getting a good farm bill 
through Congress is like milking a bull. 
[Laughter] But I can tell you that to be 
competitive we must have market-oriented 
farm policies that allow producers more 
flexibility to decide what crops to grow, and 
that because American farmers then can do 
what Americans do best: compete. At the 
same time, we’ve got to maintain a safety 
net to protect farmers from conditions 
beyond their control. But market-oriented 
farm policies are only a part of the agricul- 
tural picture. It is absolutely essential that 
we expand markets and enhance productiv- 
ity. 

We've got to assure the public that Amer- 
ica’s food is safest in the world, and we’ve 
got to protect our precious environment. 
America’s farmers—I know this—America’s 
farmers understand the importance of a 
clean environment. Many of you here today 
come from farms that have been handed 
down from parents and grandparents. You 
know that to protect the land is to protect 
not just your livelihood but your heritage. 

We must recognize that productive agri- 
culture and a sound environment can be 
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compatible, especially in terms of water 
quality. The administration has initiated a 
concentrated 5-year effort to work with the 
Nation’s farmers to protect our groundwa- 
ter from contamination by fertilizers and 
pesticides. We’ll spend close to a third of a 
billion dollars on research and support for 
farmers to stop contamination of our land 
and water. We must keep your good land in 
business without unreasonable burdens, but 
we must also keep it good land. I am count- 
ing on your leadership as we work to 
expand farm productivity while safeguard- 
ing our precious environment. 

We must also make sure that all Ameri- 
cans are confident in the safety of our food 
supply. My administration is working hard 
to develop legislation to protect the food 
supply without overwhelming the agricul- 
tural industry. 

But in the coming decade, the American 
farmer must have a level playing field in 
the international trade arena, too. And the 
way to fight trade barriers is through nego- 
tiation, not reciprocal protectionism. I know 
that many Farm Bureau leaders serve on 
the Agricultural Trade Policy Advisory 
Committee and how important this issue is 
to you. Our administration has just made a 
bold proposal in the Uruguay round that 
would phase out export subsidies in 5 years 
and other trade-distorting practices in 10 
years. But any agreement we sign—and I 
can guarantee you this—any agreement 
that we sign will be an agreement that is 
also good for American agriculture. You see, 
our goal is simple: open markets and free 
trade. 

And it’s beginning to work. International 
markets are improving. The value of U.S. 
agricultural exports has increased for the 
third year in a row. And sales to developing 
nations, the dynamic markets of the future, 
were up 13 percent last year. 

We also support expanding our ties with 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union to 
open even more markets. Earlier this 
winter, Secretary Clayton Yeutter led a 
Presidential delegation to Poland to deter- 
mine how American know-how can help 
Poland shift from that controlled economy 
to a market economy. It was a wonderful 
mission, and we’re forging new partnerships 





between our agricultural industries and 
Eastern Europe’s emerging economies. 

But in today’s global economy, America 
must also become more _ competitive 
through increased production, new uses for 
our products, and expanded markets at 
home. And so, this administration supports 
greater research into biotechnology for im- 
proved productivity, and we’re encouraging 
alternative uses of farm products like etha- 
nol and other new fuels and fuel additives. 
Just a few months ago, we proposed the 
expansion of the producer tax credit for al- 
ternative fuels to include ETBE. This will 
mean more markets for growers and clean- 
er air for all Americans. 

But for us to reap the full benefits of a 
competitive economy we must cut the cap- 
ital gains tax rate. With our capital gains tax 
proposal, we can help keep American agri- 
culture dynamic and prosperous. And with 
continued economic growth, we can keep 
rural America going strong. Passage of our 
capital gains proposal, which would apply to 
the sale of farmland, will be one of my top 
priorities in this legislative year. Your sup- 
port has been instrumental in the fight for 
the capital gains cut. And the fight isn’t 
over yet. And I am sick and tired of the 
demagogs who call this a tax cut for the 
rich. It means jobs. It means savings. And it 
is good for all Americans. 

And so, the farm bill, our international 
trade negotiations, and a capital gains tax 
cut will be high on my agenda for this great 
nation, because what’s good for agriculture 
is good for America. 

Let me talk just a little about some of the 
challenges facing all America. Like people 
everywhere in this great country, you work 
hard. You sacrifice to make good lives for 
yourselves and your children. Every one of 
us dreams of excellence in education; eco- 
nomic opportunity for all citizens; and a 
clean and healthy environment; and safe, 
drug-free streets, schools, and workplaces. 
Together we are working to build a better 
America. 

But much remains to be done, and you’re 
in the forefront. Rural America cares about 
education. You know, some say improving 
our schools is something for Federal money 
and Washington bureaucrats to handle. And 
I know you don’t believe that. Whether it’s 
a classroom on a rolling prairie in Nebraska 
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or a busy New York street, improving edu- 
cation is a national challenge. 

Last September, I met with the Nation’s 
Governors at the education summit in Vir- 
ginia to begin promoting educational re- 
structuring in every State and determining 
national goals to attain excellence. The ad- 
ministration has sent the Educational Excel- 
lence Act to the Congress, and we want— 
and America needs—action on it soon. 

Rural America is also battling the ravages 
of violence and drugs. Every citizen has the 
right to a safe home, the right to freedom 
from fear. Early in my administration, we 
sent the Comprehensive Violent Crime 
Control Act to the Congress. We proposed 
measures to improve enforcement and pros- 
ecution, and strengthen current laws to put 
the drug dealers behind bars and keep 
them there. This critical crime legislation 
has been sitting on Capitol Hill for months. 
Brave citizens everywhere are standing up 
to crime. And it’s a time for Congress to act 
quickly and responsibly because the war on 
drugs and crime will not wait. And I might 
say parenthetically, thank God, we’ve got 
Bill McCollum in a key role in the House 
and Connie Mack, Senator. I again want to 
mention the support that we are getting for 
them and others like them for this approach 
I’ve outlined. 

Let me just add a little more on our rela- 
tionship with Capitol Hill. When I took 
office—inaugural address—I put out my 
hand to the Congress, to the Democratic 
majority, and reminded us all that the 
American people did not send us to Wash- 
ington to bicker. As I’ve said, we sent pro- 
posals to Congress on clean air, combating 
crime, capital gains—responsible proposals, 
carefully thought-out, based on principles. 
Now a year has passed. A new year has 
become. And it’s time—it is past time—for 
Congress to tend to some of the unfinished 
business. Let me say to Congress as it 
comes back in a couple of weeks now, the 
hand of cooperation is once again extended. 
And I would only add: America wants it 
done right. America wants it done responsi- 
bly. And America wants it done now. We 
are always willing to listen to ideas and al- 
ternatives, but we are not willing to com- 
promise on fundamental principles. 
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Finally, rural America does believe in lib- 
erty and democracy. Freedom-loving 
people everywhere are following the news 
reports from behind what used to be called 
the Iron Curtain. In fact, I read that the 
first thing to sell out in West Berlin on the 
day the Wall came down wasn’t TV’s or 
denim jeans. It was fresh fruit. In Romania, 
citizens knew freedom had arrived because 
for the first time in many years they saw 
food on the grocery store shelves. We reap 
what we sow, says the Bible, and what a 
bountiful harvest we are witnessing. It is a 
harvest of joy and opportunity that we will 
continue to support and encourage every 
step of the way. And let me add: this har- 
vest is not just happening in Eastern 
Europe. Let’s help the countries to our 
south so that this hemisphere will be the 
first totally democratic hemisphere in the 
entire world. 

I know I don’t have to tell you this, but 
let me just tell you from the bottom of a 
grateful heart that I am mighty proud of 
our courageous fighting men who have 
helped Panama. And the joy shown by the 
people of Panama says it all, right there in 
the streets of Panama City. 

And so, as I conclude my comments to 
the Farm Bureau, I can tell you I am opti- 
mistic about the coming decade, for I be- 
lieve in the wisdom of our policies; I be- 
lieve in the providence of the Almighty; 
and most importantly, I believe in the 
tough resiliency and the moral strength of 
the American people. Throughout our histo- 
ry, farmers—many in this room—have 
weathered disaster; and each time, like 
steel forged in a white-hot furnace, you are 
stronger with each testing by fire. 

In the “Dirty Thirties” swirling clouds of 
dust ruined hundreds of farmsteads on the 
Great Plains. Many of the Dust Bowl farm- 
ers stayed on the land, and today their de- 
scendants have invented conservation tech- 
niques to catch and preserve the winter 
snows and the spring rains to carry their 
crops through the hot plains summer—a tri- 
umph of human courage and ingenuity. In 
the 1970’s, an unheard-of disease, the south- 
ern corn leaf blight, swept through the 
fields of the Midwest. In a few days, the 
tall, green, tasseled corn was devastated, as 
if someone had taken a blowtorch to it. 
Over that winter, scientists and farmers de- 
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veloped resistant corn varieties in time for 
the next spring planting. A national food 
disaster was stopped dead in its tracks—a 
triumph of faith, science, and inventiveness. 

And today, at the daybreak of the new 
decade, I want rural America to share in 
the promise and prosperity of our great 
nation. And in the months and years to 
come, as we approach the horizon of the 
new century, may we all share in the op- 
portunity and optimism of a world at peace. 

Thank you, and God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in 
Hall D of the Orange County Convention/ 
Civic Center. Following his remarks, he 
toured the Land and the Living Seas Pavii- 
ions at EPCOT Center and then returned to 
Washington, DC. 


Remarks Introducing the Presidential 
Lecture Series 


‘January 7, 1990 


Professor Donald and Mrs. Donald; Mr. 
Chief Justice and Mrs. Rehnquist; Chief Jus- 
tice Burger, I understand, is here; Secretary 
Cheney and the Honorable Lynne Cheney; 
distinguished Members of the Congress; 
General Powell, let me welcome you to the 
White House. And Barbara and I are very 
pleased to have you here. It’s a privilege. 

We're proud to host this lecture on the 
Presidency of the United States. And this is 
the first in a series of lectures on the men 
who have held this office. And it seeks to 
make them come alive: What were they 
like? How did they live? How was history, 
the history of America’s house, molded by 
their dreams? To occupy this office is to ask 
those questions and certainly to feel a kin- 
ship with those who have gone before, for 
each in his own way sought to do right and 
thus achieve good. And each felt a sacred 
trust with every American and often won- 
dered, I suspect, how they could be worthy 
of that trust. 

Perhaps no President had greater doubts 
or more brilliantly resolved them than the 
subject of this inaugural lecture: Abraham 





Lincoln, of Illinois. As President, Lincoln 
abolished slavery, and he saved the Union. 
Perhaps no leader has been so severely 
tested before or since. And yet we remem- 
ber Abe Lincoln not merely for what he 
did; we revere him for what he was. Lin- 
coln was a strong man—an arm wrestler, a 
rail splitter—and yet also a mix of kindness 
and humility. He was at once a hard and 
gentle person, a man of grief and yet of 
humor; for he knew, as he told Secretary of 
State Seward, that if he did not tell stories, 
he felt his heart would break. 

Tonight we have with us a distinguished 
man who undoubtedly will tell stories. His 
name is David Donald, the Charles Warren 
Professor of American history at Harvard 
University. A native of Mississippi, Mr. 
Donald graduated from the University of 
Illinois, where he was a student of the great 
Lincoln scholar J.D. Randall. He has taught 
at some of America’s greatest universities 
and has written eight books about Lincoln 
and the Civil War, twice receiving the Pul- 
itzer Prize in biography. Moreover, our 
guest is now working on a new biography of 
America’s 16th President. 

Earlier, I spoke of kinship. Well, I’m sure 
David Donald would agree any President’s 
kinship with Lincoln is perhaps the most 
personal of all. So often Barbara and I go 
down to the Lincoln bedroom, which then 
served as Lincoln’s cabinet room and office. 
And on his desk, to the left of the fireplace, 
is an original copy of the Gettysburg Ad- 
dress, written in his hand, which you will 
see in the East Room. And on the mantel is 
a plaque marking an equally noble legacy— 
here the great unifier signed the Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation. 

Yet perhaps nowhere do we learn more 
about Lincoln even now than in a portrait 
that I talked about last month off the coast 
of Malta before meeting Chairman Gorba- 
chev. It is, as this one is, by George Healy 
and hangs on the wall of my office upstairs. 
And in it you see the agony and the great- 
ness of a man who nightly fell on his knees 
to ask the help of God. The painting shows 
two of his generals and an admiral meeting 
near the end of a war that pitted brother 
against brother. And outside at the moment 
a battle rages. And yet what we see in the 
distance is a rainbow—a symbol of hope, of 
the passing of the storm. The painting’s 
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name: “The Peacemakers.” And for me, this 
is a constant reassurance that the cause of 
peace will triumph and that ours can be the 
future that Lincoln gave his life for: a 
future free of both tyranny and fear. 

One hundred twenty-nine years ago, leav- 
ing Springfield to assume the Presidency, 
Lincoln addressed his home people at Great 
Western Railroad Station. And he told 
them, “All the strange checkered past 
seems to crowd now upon my mind.” Even 
now, the memory of Abraham Lincoln 
crowds upon our minds. It’s a great privi- 
lege then to introduce a man who has de- 
voted his lifetime to the study of its tragedy 
and its glory, one of the great scholars of 
perhaps our greatest President, Professor 
David Donald. And thank you, sir, for being 
with us. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his opening remarks, he referred to Sec- 
retary of Defense Richard B. Cheney; 
Lynne V. Cheney, Chairman of the Nation- 
al Endowment for the Humanities; and 
Gen. Colin L. Powell, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. The remarks were released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Jan- 
uary 9, 1990. 


Remarks at a Signing Ceremony for the 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal 
Holiday Proclamation 


January 9, 1990 


Well, let me salute Dr. Hooks, the able 
head of the NAACP. And I see our Direc- 
tor, Bill Bennett, here, and many others. 
Connie Newman is here somewhere. I see 
Dorothy Height, Art Fletcher, and Josh 
Smith, and others. But I want to welcome 
you to the White House—pardon the slight 
delay there—and bemoan the fact that 
some of the young people that were to be 
here couldn’t make it because of the bus 
schedules and the weather. 

This is an event that celebrates the great- 
ness of a man whose life and legacy helped 
set America free. I refer, of course, to Dr. 
Martin Luther King. He would have been 
61 years old next Monday. Since 1986 this 
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day has been a Federal holiday, and I will 
shortly sign this proclamation. But first, just 
a few words from the heart. 

Most of you weren’t born yet—I was ad- 
dressing myself to young people. I am going 
to have to modify that slightly, looking 
around. [Laughter] Certainly, the front row 
over here—{laughter|—but now, there’s 
some that qualify. Let me rephrase it. Many 
of you weren’t born yet when Dr. King was 
killed. And yet you know that his life was 
central to the story of America. Each day 
we write new chapters; and as we do, let us 
recall who Dr. King was, what he did, and 
what his lessons were. For you remain the 
trustees of all that he believed. 

First, he was a crusader and an evange- 
list, bore the weight of a pioneer. He was a 
force against evil. His life was a metaphor 
for courage. His goal was an America where 
equality and opportunity could coexist and 
where goodness could prevail. 

Next, what did he do? Well, he went to 
cities and towns, large and small, places like 
Selma and Birmingham and Montgomery— 
wherever he was needed. And wherever he 
found hatred, he condemned it. Wherever 
there was bigotry, he assailed it. And wher- 
ever there was segregation, he defied it. He 
endured death threats and these obscene 
phone calls in the dead of the night, but he 
refused to be intimidated. And through his 
courage, Dr. King changed forever America 
for the better. 

Finally, what did this man teach? Well, 
he preached “love thy neighbor.” He 
taught that before government there was 
man, and government arose to meet man’s 
needs. He demanded rights central to all 
that’s good about our country: the right of 
free expression; equal protection under the 
law; the right to vote as we choose; the 
right to think, dream, and worship as we 
please. 

Those lessons did not die with Martin 
Luther King. But we must recall them 
daily, for while he did so much, there is 
much that remains to be done, in particu- 
lar—and I know how strongly Reverend 
Hooks feels about this—particularly when 
we hear of bombings, obscene phone calls, 
hate mail. Each one of us must speak out. 
And there is no place for the baggage of 
bigotry in the United States of America. 
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Teddy Roosevelt called the Presidency 
the bully pulpit. Well, I will continue to use 
that pulpit, hopefully with sensitivity, 
always to denounce and work to bring to 
justice the bigots who stain this good and 
decent land. I am confident that Martin 
Luther King would support that goal, just as 
I know he would rejoice today that the civil 
rights anthem of “We Shall Overcome” has 
captured the hearts of millions as democra- 
cy begins to bloom in Eastern Europe. 

And here at home, where Dr. King’s call 
for nonviolent change is making America a 
better place—here, too, his lessons live. We 
see them in our neighborhoods, in our 
churches and, yes, in students—in you as 
students. But you are the dream that Dr. 
King spoke so movingly about. And you 
must fight for what he died for: a nation in 
which no one is left out. And I know you’ve 
made that fight your own. 

For evidence, Darrell Webster, a gradu- 
ate student at Catholic University, over- 
came a troubled childhood to mentor kids 
in his old neighborhood. Shavonna Brown, 
of Woodson Junior High, conquered a simi- 
lar background to become a leader in her 
school. And then, Linda Lawson—in an age 
where too many are choosing drugs, Linda’s 
choice was different: she chose education, 
becoming valedictorian of her high school 
and, today, a junior at prestigious American 
University. And next semester she’s going 
off to England to study. Darrell, Shavonna, 
Linda—in a sense, I wish that Martin 
Luther King could see you now. For he 
often spoke of how education can spur ex- 
cellence, and excellence, equality. He knew 
how higher learning could be the great up- 
lifter, and he believed that education could 
help each American climb the ladder of 
self-respect and dignity. And that’s the 
lesson that I’d like to emphasize today: take 
pride in what you’ve done, as I know Dr. 
King would. But remember, too, that we 
have not finished the work of making 
Martin Luther King’s dream a reality for 
each child in America: that one day they 
would live in a nation where they were 
judged not by the color of their skin but by 
the content of their character. 

So, let me address these closing remarks 
to you particularly, the students. Dr. King 
loved the young peopie of America, and so 





I wanted not only you to be here but 
others—some of whom could not make it— 
be here today. For while he’s gone now, the 
children remain. And that, in essence, has 
become his legacy. For the youth have in- 
herited his mantle and must help realize 
the dream. So, do right, as he would. Love 
justice, as he did every day of his life. And 
next Monday, of course, will be our special 
holiday. So, it is now my privilege to sign a 
proclamation naming January 15th of this 
year the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal 
holiday. 

Thank you all very much for being with 
us. And could you join me when we do the 
signing? 


Note: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Benjamin Hooks, executive direc- 
tor of the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People; William J. 
Bennett, Director of National Drug Control 
Policy; Constance B. Newman, Director of 
the Office of Personnel Management; Doro- 


thy Height, president of the National Coun- 
cil of Negro Women; Arthur A. Fletcher, 
Vice-Chairman of the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Development Corporation and former As- 
sistant Secretary of Labor; and Joshua 
Smith, chairman of the NAACP Task Force 
on Quality Education. 


Proclamation 6088—Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 1990 


January 9, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


As we observe a national holiday in honor 
of the birthday of the Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., we celebrate a life dedi- 
cated to the struggle for racial equality and 
justice. With determination, courage, and a 
firm commitment to nonviolence, Dr. King 
worked to free men and women throughout 
the United States from “the manacles of 
segregation and the chains of discrimina- 
tion.” 
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Martin Luther King, Jr., loved this coun- 
try and firmly believed in the timeless ideal 
expressed in its Declaration of Independ- 
ence: “We hold these truths to be self-evi- 
dent, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” Knowing that “a house divided 
against itself cannot stand,” Dr. King devot- 
ed his life to striving for racial unity and 
equality in the United States. He believed 
our Nation had strayed from the noble 
course set in our Declaration of Independ- 
ence and the Constitution, and he was de- 
termined to see that America remain faith- 
ful to the principles they enshrine. 

In his words and deeds, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., reminded all Americans of the 
stern admonition issued by Abraham Lin- 
coln in 1858, when he warned the people 
of Edwardsville, Illinois, of the tragic conse- 
quences that continued tolerance of slavery 
could hold for the United States. President 
Lincoln, like great Americans of all genera- 
tions, knew that our Nation’s strength lies 
in the conviction that every human being is 
of inestimable worth and that the only le- 
gitimate end of government is to protect 
the God-given rights of each individual. 
“Destroy this spirit,” Lincoln warned, “and 
you have planted the seeds of despotism at 
your own doors. Familiarize yourselves with 
the chains of bondage and you prepare your 
own limbs to wear them. Accustomed to 
trample on the rights of others, you have 
lost the genius of your own independence 
and become the fit subjects of the first cun- 
ning tyrant who rises among you.” 

Like President Lincoln, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., knew that the United States could 
not remain a free and great nation so long 
as the rights of any individual are denied. 
He knew that America’s promise of free- 
dom and justice for all is rooted in the mag- 
nificent design of our Creator, and he knew 
that this promise must not be distorted or 
destroyed by bigotry and discrimination. 

Dr. King told us that he had a dream. We 
see now that it was not just a dream but a 
vision. Recalling the proverb that states 
“where there is no vision, the people 
perish,” Dr. King shared with us his hope 
and foresight. He had “seen the promised 
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land,” and he inspired each of us to view it 
with him. 

Today, even though many of the darkest 
“clouds of racial prejudice” have been dis- 
persed, even though we are closer to that 
day when people “will not be judged by the 
color of their skin, but by the content of 
their character,” we must continue working 
to promote racial unity and equal opportu- 
nity in the United States. This is our solemn 
duty—and it is the greatest honor we can 
give to the memory of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

By Public Law 98-144, the third Monday 
in January of each year has been designated 
as a legal public holiday in honor of the 
“Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim Monday, January 15, 
1990, as the Martin Luther King, Jr., Feder- 
al Holiday. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:04 p.m., January 9, 1990] 


Statement on the Meeting With 
Benjamin Hooks, Executive Director of 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 


January 9, 1990 


I met with the Reverend Benjamin Hooks 
today to personally express to him my out- 
rage at the recent bombings, obscene 
phone calls, and hate mail that have threat- 
ened the NAACP headquarters and branch 
chapters around the country over the past 
weeks. I have also reassured him that my 
administration will not tolerate bigotry and 
racial prejudice. We must finally leave the 
tired old baggage of bigotry and racial 
hatred behind us. I have asked Reverend 
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Hooks to let his membership know that this 
administration will not let up in the fight 
against racism and that we will work to 
bring the perpetrators of these hideous 
crimes to justice. 

It is particularly appropriate at this time 
as we celebrate Dr. King’s birthday in this 
first month of the new decade that we re- 
state our dedication to fulfill the dream of 
opportunity for all of the American people. 


Nomination of D’Wayne Gray To Be 
Chief Benefits Director of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 


January 9, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate D’Wayne Gray to be Chief 
Benefits Director for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. This is a new position. 

Currently, Lieutenant General Gray 
serves as executive director of the Mont- 
gomery County Revenue Authority in Rock- 
ville, MD. Prior to this he served as a con- 
sultant for the Center for Naval Analysis in 
Falls Church, VA. In addition, he has served 
in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1952 to 1987 
and was awarded a Distinguished Service 
Medal, Legion of Merit, a Bronze Star, Mer- 
itorious Service Medals, and Air Medals. 

General Gray graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Texas (B.A., 1952) and George Wash- 
ington University (M.S., 1971). He was born 
April 9, 1931, in Corsicana, TX. General 
Gray is married, has three children, and 
resides in Falls Church, VA. 


Nomination of Philip R. Lochner, Jr., 
To Be a Member of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission 


January 10, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Philip R. Lochner, Jr., to 
be a member of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission for the remainder of 
the term expiring June 5, 1991. He would 
succeed David S. Ruder. 
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Dr. Lochner has served in various posi- 
tions at Time Warner, Inc., in New York, 
NY, including general counsel and secre- 
tary, 1988 to present; vice president, 1986 
to present; and associate general counsel, 
1978 to present. Prior to this, he served as 
an attorney with the law firm of Cravath, 
Swaine and Moore in New York City, 1973- 
1978, and associate dean and assistant pro- 
fessor of law at State University of New 
York Law School in Amherst, NY, 1971- 
1973. 


Dr. Lochner graduated from Yale Univer- 
sity (B.A., 1964; LL.B., 1967) and Stanford 
University (Ph.D., 1971). He was also a Ful- 
bright fellow at the University of London in 
1968. Dr. Lochner was born March 3, 1943, 
in New Rochelle, NY. He is married, has 
two children, and resides in Greenwich, 
CT. 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 


Popadiuk on President Bush’s 
Telephone Conversation With 
President Virgilio Barco Vargas of 
Colombia 


January 10, 1990 


President Bush called President Barco 
today to express regret over the recent mis- 
understanding resulting from erroneous 
press stories about a proposed U.S. counter- 
narcotics operation. President Bush ex- 
plained that the U.S. had intended a coop- 
erative effort with Colombia that could 
complement President Barco’s courageous 
and determined effort to break up the nar- 
cotics cartels and bring traffickers to justice. 
President Bush assured President Barco 
that the United States never intended to 
conduct any activities within Colombian 
territorial waters, that no U.S. actions would 
be taken without the full cooperation and 
consent of the Colombian Government, that 
no blockade was ever contemplated, and 
that he had not authorized naval maneu- 
vers, as incorrectly described in the press. 


The two Presidents agreed that it was 
most unfortunate that inaccurate and con- 
fusing reports of tentative U.S. proposals for 


cooperation with the Colombian Govern- 
ment had created such a false impression. 
President Barco said that he regretted the 
erroneous press stories which had emanated 
from both Colombia and the United States 
and that he always knew that President 
Bush would never approve actions which 
impinged on Colombian sovereignty. 


President Bush assured President Barco 
that the United States would take no actions 
without prior consultations with and the co- 
operation of the Government of Colombia. 
The two Presidents agreed to remain in 
close contact on this and other issues of 
mutual concern. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Members of the Emergency Committee 
for Aid to Poland 


January 11, 1990 


Earlier this morning the President met 
with members of the Emergency Commit- 
tee for Aid to Poland (ECAP). This commit- 
tee was recently formed by a distinguished 
group of business, labor, civic, and academ- 
ic leaders to provide humanitarian relief to 
the people of Poland to help them through 
the winter. In the meeting, members of 
ECAP briefed the President on the status of 
the organization’s efforts. Over 50 tons of 
much-needed medical supplies and infant 
formula have already been donated by gen- 
erous U.S. companies, and shipments of 
these goods have begun. 


The President applauds the efforts of the 
committee, which is capably led by its co- 
chairmen, Senator Robert Dole and Dr. 
Zbigniew Brzezinski. The committee has 
also been assisted by Labor Secretary Eliza- 
beth Dole, who met with Polish leaders to 
identify needs as part of the Presidential 
mission last year. 


The work of ECAP exemplifies both a 
spirit of voluntarism and our nation’s com- 
mitment to aid the people of Eastern 
Europe as they embark on their new jour- 
ney into freedom. The President wishes 
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ECAP every continued success in its impor- 
tant work. 


Note: On January 11, 1990, the Office of 
the Press Secretary released a fact sheet on 
the Emergency Committee for Aid to 
Poland, a nonprofit voluntary organization 
affiliated with the Polish American Con- 
gress Charitable Fund. 


Exchange With Reporters 
January 11, 1990 


China’s Lifting of Martial Law 


Q. Mr. President, has China done enough 
to restore good relations with the U.S.? 


The President. We have a distinguished 
guest here, an old friend of mine who I am 
delighted to see, the Prime Minister of Por- 
tugal. And I'll tell you, we’ve got a lot of 
business to talk about, but just receiving 
him here is a great treat and honor for me. 
And Barbara’s looking forward to lunch 
with Mrs. Cavaco Silva. 


And I will say one thing on this subject 
you asked about. And we can’t really do any 
more questions here. We have a new policy: 
we don’t take questions at what we call 
photo opportunities. But we'll have a 
chance later on. 


But inasmuch as there is interest in this, 
let me just say I view the lifting of martial 
law as a very sound step. For those that are 
interested in human rights and the reform 
that was on the move and that we'd all like 
to see go forward, there’s no way you can 
look at that but not say it is very positive. 
And we will continue to watch this situation 
very closely. But I’ve taken a position that I 
do not want to isolate China by no contacts 
and set the clock back. And of course, we 
welcome the lifting of martial law; it’s a 
good sign. 


That’s all I’ve got to say about it. And I 
hope you'll excuse me because we have no 
more time here. 


Q. Does this mean you’re preparing—— 
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Television Interview of White House 
Journalists 


The President. I said that’s the last ques- 
tion. You didn’t hear what I said, Rita [Rita 
Beamish, Associated Press]? They’ve got 
their job to do, and I’ve got mine. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press 
International], you’re a star. I would like to 
talk to you off the record. 

Ms. Thomas. On what? 

The President. Phil Donahue. 

Ms. Thomas. Did you watch it? 

The President. You’ve got a lot of stars 
here. I saw it. Did you see that show, 
Marlin [Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to 
the President]? It was very interesting, ac- 
tually. 

Ms. Thomas. 1 was up against the TV 
pros. 

The President. It was interesting. I did it 
at the house 

Ms. Thomas. You think so? 

The President. I’ve got to argue with you 
about one point, but on some of it I was in 
agreement. 

Ms. Thomas. When would you like to do 
that? [Laughter] 


Meeting With the Prime Minister 


The President. There’s another star right 
there. Well, I don’t know. You guys don’t 
like off the record, so we can’t talk about it. 

Let me just say to our friends from Portu- 
gal that I’m very pleased to have an old 
friend of mine, the Prime Minister, right 
here in the White House. He graced my 
own house in Maine when I was the Vice 
President, long before I was President of 
the United States. I consider him a friend; I 
value his counsel. I respect his commitment 
to democracy in Eastern Europe and else- 
where. And so, I’m looking forward not 
only to a sound exchange of views but to 
renewing a friendship that Barbara and I 
treasure, and a friendship, frankly, that 
doesn’t need day-to-day contact because it’s 
good and solid. And so, I view our relation- 
ship important, and I want to hear from the 
Prime Minister his views. 

The Prime Minister. You want to see me 
in Portugal. [Laughter] 

The President. Well, I'd like to come. We 
want to see you back in Maine, too—{laugh- 
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ter|—where we get out of this formal set- 
ting here. 

Welcome, welcome to all of you who are 
not based here. 


Note: The exchange began at 11:05 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House prior to 
the President’s meeting with Prime Minister 
Anibal Cavaco Silva of Portugal. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva of 
Portugal 


January 11, 1990 


The President. 1 was pleased to meet 
once again with a leader of a close and 
enduring ally, and a good friend, as well, 
Prime Minister Cavaco Silva of Portugal. 
This was at least our third meeting—a very 
productive, substantive meeting. In ex- 
changing views on the full range of impor- 
tant bilateral and international issues, we 
found that our relations are stronger than 
ever. 

Today we’re all witness to dramatic, mo- 
mentous change around the world, especial- 
ly in Eastern Europe. Future generations 
may call the present period a crucial turn- 
ing point, but they will surely judge us on 
our ability to meet the challenge of change. 
Over the past two decades, Portugal has 
been an example of tremendous progress— 
in overthrowing a dictatorship, consolidat- 
ing democracy, granting independence to 
former colonies, and undertaking economic 
reform. We see Portugal standing as an in- 
spiration and an example to Eastern Euro- 
pean countries as they emerge from the 
darkness of political and economic authori- 
tarianism. The Portuguese experience has 
demonstrated that peaceful, democratic 
change and economic progress are possible. 

Mr. Prime Minister, today your country is 
a stable democracy, with a strong economy 
and a dynamic society. As a valued NATO 
{North Atlantic Treaty Organization] ally, 
Portugal’s important contributions to the al- 
liance have helped keep the peace for over 
40 years. Today relations between your 
country and the United States are better 


than ever, based on equality, shared inter- 
ests, and mutual respect. 

As Prime Minister Cavaco Silva knows 
very well, security in today’s world tran- 
scends armaments. It involves many factors: 
commerce, the environment, the fight 
against terrorism and narcotics, as well as 
military preparedness. The Prime Minister 
and I discussed these issues, and I’m glad to 
say we share a common perspective on 
strengthening our cooperation. We agreed 
on the need for close and constant consulta- 
tions among our NATO allies and between 
the United States and the EC [European 
Community] on the fast-paced changes that 
are sweeping Europe. 

We also discussed the process of national 
reconciliation in Angola. Portugal has his- 
toric ties to the southern African region. 
We value the perspective and support 
they’ve given to President Mobutu’s [of 
Zaire] efforts to mediate the Angolan con- 
flict. When peace and stability come to that 
region, as certainly we hope they will, Por- 
tugal will have an important role in the 
reconstruction process. 

You know, hundreds of years ago, Portu- 
gal’s influence was felt in the furthest cor- 
ners of the globe. From Macao and India to 
Brazil and southern Africa, Portuguese ex- 
plorers showed the world what was possi- 
ble. Today Portugal is again showing what is 
possible and serving as an example well 
beyond its borders. 

Portugal’s economy remains robust even 
as it undergoes reform. Foreign investment 
is growing. Nationalized firms are giving 
way to privatization. Through the Prime 
Minister’s expertise, his own expertise, Por- 
tugal has opened up capital markets and cut 
taxes and brought to life a more flexible, 
dynamic marketplace. Portugal is clearly 
well on its way in developing its economy 
and deserves the support of all of its allies 
in its efforts. 

Our two countries share much in 
common. Both traditional maritime powers, 
we value the marketplace of economic com- 
petition, and we treasure democracy. These 
common perspectives will serve us well as 
we approach EC economic union in 1992 
and give us confidence that we can meet 
the challenge of change in the new decade, 
working together as allies. 
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It’s been a great pleasure, sir, having you 
here at the White House. Good luck, and 
thank you for coming our way. 

The Prime Minister. Mr. President, I 
would like to express to you my satisfaction 
for the meeting we had this morning which 
afforded the opportunity for yet another 
useful, open, and friendly exchange of 
views on our two countries’ participation in 
the Atlantic alliance, the strengthening of 
our bilateral relations, and the new devel- 
opments in the international situation. 

Portugal’s and the United States’ positions 
are convergent as regards the new pros- 
pects, brought about by the recent develop- 
ments in Eastern Europe, for the Atlantic 
alliance. As we have already seen at last 
December’s NATO summit, the alliance co- 
hesion and the reinforcement of its two pil- 
lars, the European and the American, are 
essential for the preservation of our securi- 
ty. I had the opportunity to stress to Presi- 
dent Bush that the Portuguese Government 
is in favor of a continued commitment and 
presence of the United States in Europe, 
which is a key factor for Europe’s own secu- 
rity. 

We also concurred in our expression of 
solidarity with the peoples of Eastern 
Europe by furthering the ongoing democra- 
tization process and promoting adequate 
economic aid. I informed President Bush 
about the outcome of the recent meeting of 
the European Council in Strasbourg, where 
significant steps were made toward a Euro- 
pean union and the building of a new 
Europe, and where a plan of action to assist 
the Eastern European countries was de- 
vised. The Portuguese Government strongly 
hopes that relations between the European 
Community and the United States will 
reach a high level of cooperation and 
mutual understanding in a way that reflects 
the existing political and security relations 
between Europe and the United States. 

As regards our bilateral relations, I reaf- 
firmed Portugal’s commitment to pursuing 
its privileged relationship with the United 
States. Portugal’s location, reaching deep 
into the Atlantic Ocean, the preferential re- 
lationship we have in the framework of the 
Atlantic alliance, and the staunch defense of 
our common values naturally lead us to the 
establishment of a special relationship as 
allies which should be reinforced and diver- 
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sified. Thus, I had the opportunity to state 
the Portuguese Government’s intention to 
expand the framework of our bilateral rela- 
tions so as to establish a broader and deeper 
relationship while preserving the existing 
cooperation in the areas of defense and se- 
curity, and to suggest formulas allowing the 
extension of the economic, cultural, and 
technological fields within the present polit- 
ical mutual understanding. 

In the prospect of a single European 
market, we want to develop new forms of 
increased cooperation and to promote joint 
investment by the economic sectors of our 
two countries. I note with pleasure that 
President Bush has a similar purpose, and 
therefore, we must now set the direction 
for more far-reaching and dynamic rela- 
tions. 

When we discussed the international situ- 
ation, we addressed in particular detail the 
events in southern Africa, and especially 
the development of the peace process in 
Angola and Mozambique. I apprised Presi- 
dent Bush of the conversations I had re- 
cently with the Presidents of those two 
countries and of the outcome of the ongo- 
ing consultations we maintain with the An- 
golan and Mozambican Governments, and 
expressed the hope that if all interested 
parties show a positive attitude it will be 
possible to put an end to the conflict that 
exacts such a heavy toll on the peoples of 
those two African countries. 

Finally, Mr. President, I would like to 
thank you most especially for this opportu- 
nity to visit Washington and to meet with 
you, which I am sure has significantly con- 
tributed to our pursuing a very useful 
dialog on the ways in which we can 
strengthen the friendly relations that exist 
between our two countries. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Prime 
Minister Cavaco spoke in Portuguese, and 
his remarks were translated by an interpret- 
er. Prior to their remarks, the President and 
the Prime Minister met privately in the 
Oval Office and with U.S. and Portuguese 
officials in the Cabinet Room, and then at- 
tended a luncheon in the Family Dining 
Room. 





Appointment of Richard G. Trefry as 

Military Assistant to the President and 
Director of the White House Military 
Office 


January 11, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Lt. Gen. Richard G. Trefry, 
USA, Ret., as Military Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Director, White House Military 
Office. 

General Trefry served in the U.S. Army 
from 1950 until 1983. A field artillery offi- 
cer, General Trefry finished his military 
career as the Inspector General of the 
Army. Following his retirement, General 
Trefry was a founder of Military Profession- 
al Resources, Inc. He has served as a senior 
fellow of the Institute of Land Warfare and 
as a lecturer and instructor to military serv- 
ice schools and colleges. 

General Trefry graduated from the USS. 
Military Academy in 1950. He was born 
August 6, 1924, in Newburyport, MA. Gen- 
eral Trefry is married to the former Jacque- 
lyn Dahlkoetter and resides in Clifton, VA. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. The daily recognition program is in- 
tended as a national tribute of the highest 
order to every single American who makes a 
difference in the life of someone in need. 





January 6 


Jefferson County Community Center, of Lake- 
wood, CO. This nonprofit organization helps 
those with severe developmental disabilities 
become productive members of society. This 
center provides birth-to-death services to its 
constituents. It operates two schools to provide 
individualized education and job training. Part- 
nerships with local business provide work op- 
portunities. Residential training is offered for 
the disabled and their families, and residential 
facilities are provided for those in need. 
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January 8 


Katherine Donihi, of Alamonte Springs, FL. Ms. 
Donihi, 16, chairs the Student Advisory Coun- 
cil of the Young Volunteers in Action of central 
Florida, a Volunteer Center initiative encour- 
aging young people to get involved in their 
communities. In addition, she devotes time 
every week to the Rachel Pace Therapeutic 
Riding Academy, helping handicapped young- 
sters. Ms. Donihi also volunteers in her church 
and school. 


January 9 


Little Vikings Program, of Arlington, TX. Stu- 
dents of Lamar High School developed this 
program to encourage local elementary school 
students to complete their education. Little Vi- 
kings are elementary school children, often 
from economically disadvantaged families, who 
have been identified by their school principals 
as potential dropouts. Lamar students “adopt” 
these children and provide friendship and aca- 
demic support. They have established relation- 
ships with the Little Vikings, sending them 
Christmas presents and birthday cards and tu- 
toring them in difficult subjects, to encourage 
academic success. 


January 10 


Neil J. Houston House, of Roxbury, MA. This 
initiative, a project of Social Justice for Women, 
offers pregnant women with a history of chem- 
ical dependency an alternative to incarceration 
and an opportunity to have a healthy baby in a 
stable environment. This center provides pre- 
natal care, drug and alcchol treatment pro- 
grams, community reintegration services, and 
followup counseling for the women. The 
women are not separated from their babies and 
do not live behind bars. Instead, the shelter 
provides a safe, nurturing environment. 


January 11 


Higher Achievement Program (HAP), of Wash- 
ington, DC. HAP is an academic tutoring pro- 
gram helping disadvantaged students attain 
their highest educational goals. Since 1975 
HAP has helped over 3,500 young people in 
grades 4-8. Through afterschool sessions during 
the academic year, an intensive summer pro- 
gram, and assistance with high school place- 
ment, the initiative helps targeted Washington 
students realize their potential. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





January 6 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a performance of “A Christ- 
mas Tuna” at the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts. 


January 8 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the morning, the President met with 

Katherine Donihi in Orlando, FL, to thank 
her for her volunteer activities. 


January 9 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—lIlona Hardy, head of the Hungarian 
Stock Exchange; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


January 10 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 


—editors of Business Week Magazine, for 
an interview; 


—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 


—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


In the morning, the President telephoned 
Violeta Chamorro, Nicaraguan Presidential 
candidate and editor of La Prensa, who was 
undergoing medical treatment in Houston, 
TX. 


The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in farming communities of the 
Rie Grande Valley in Texas as a result of 
the severe winter freeze that began on De- 
cember 21. He directed the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency to provide as- 
sistance to supplement State and local re- 
covery efforts. 


January 11 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 


—Secretary of Education Lauro F. Cava- 
ZOS; 


—the Education Policy Advisory Commit- 
tee; 


—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


January 12 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Irish Foreign Minister Gerard Collins; 

—Asian-American Republicans. 

In the morning, the President traveled to 

Cincinnati, OH, where he addressed the 
Youth Collaborative and the Chamber of 


Commerce. He then went to Camp David, 
MD, for the weekend. 








Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Wednesday, November 22, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The second session of 
the 101st Congress will convene on January 
23, 1990. 
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Released January 8 


Advance text: 
Remarks to members of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation in Orlando, FL 


Fact sheet: 
American farming and rural America 


Released January 11 
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Press briefing on the President’s meeting 
with Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva of 
Portugal—by Raymond G.H. Seitz, Assistant 
Secretary of State for European and Cana- 
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Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the first session of the 101st Con- 
gress on December 19. 
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